DW 01-196

ROLLI NG R DGE WATER SYSTEM
Recei vershi p Proceedi ngs
Order Extending Receivership after Notice and Hearing

ORDER NO 23, 836

Novenmber 2, 2001

Thi s docket commenced on October 4, 2001, when the
New Hampshire Public Utilities Conm ssion (Comm ssion) entered
Order No. 23,794, exercising its authority under RSA 374:47-a
to place Rolling Ridge Water System (Rolling Ridge) in
recei vership on an energency basis. Rolling Ridge is a water
utility in Bartlett serving approximtely 30 custoners. Order
No. 23,794 determi ned that Rolling Ridge was failing to
provi de adequate and reasonable service to its custoners, and
that such failure was a serious and inmnent threat to the
health and welfare of the utility's custoners. Accordingly,
the Comm ssion placed Rolling Ridge in receivership for a 30-
day period and indicated that a hearing would be conducted in
Cct ober 24, 2001 for the purpose of ascertaining the rel evant
facts and determ ning what course of action to take at the
conclusion of the initial 30-day period. An energency rate
i ncrease was granted, consistent with previous determ nations
made in Order No. 23,140, 84 NH PUC 115 (1999).

The hearing took place as scheduled. As required in
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Order No. 23,794, a copy of the Order (and thus notice of the
hearing) was furnished to the Town of Bartlett, the Lower
Bartlett Water Precinct, the Bartlett Village Water Precinct,
the Northeast Rural Comrunity Assistance Program counsel to
t he Estate of Robert A DeMers (owner of Rolling Ridge), and
each Rolling Ridge Custoner. None of these entities or
persons appeared at the October 24 hearing. The Conm ssion
heard testi nony from Dougl as Brogan of its Engi neering
Departnment, Janmes Leni han of its Econom cs Departnent and
Thomas Mason of LRW Water Services, which was appointed
receiver of Rolling Ridge in Order No. 23,794. Messrs.
Brogan, Leni han and Mason testified as to the circunmstances of
Rolling Ridge, confirm ng those outlined in the October 4
Or der.

RSA 374:47-a limts utility receiverships to 30
days, "unless the conmm ssion otherwi se directs after hearing
and order." Based on the testinony adduced at hearing, we
find that in order for Rolling Ridge to continue to provide
saf e and adequate water service to its custoners, the public
interest requires that the receivership be extended until such
time as matters in Docket No. DW99-166, Lower Bartlett Water
Precinct, are resolved. That docket concerns overl appi ng

franchi se petitions submtted by the LBW and BVWP, both of
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whi ch propose to supply water to the Rolling Ridge
subdivision. W intend to address the issue of permanent
wat er service plans in that docket or a conpani on docket as
may be required.

M. Mason indicated that LRWWater Services is
willing to remain as receiver of the Rolling Ridge system
until such time as matters in Docket No. DW 99-166 are
resol ved, based on the wwitten proposal referenced in Order
No. 23,794. Pursuant to RSA 374:47-a, the Staff "shall have
authority to gain access to all conpany assets and records,
and to nmanage the conpany's assets in a manner which wl
restore or maintain an acceptable |evel of service." The
statute al so provides for the expenditure of existing utility
revenues for |abor and materials and the conm t nent of
addi ti onal expenditures "as are essential to providing an
acceptabl e | evel of service, such expenditures to be funded in
accordance with generally accepted ratemaki ng practices.” W
direct Staff and the receiver to discharge these
responsibilities.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED, that the receivership of Rolling Ridge
Wat er System inposed in Order No. 23,794, is hereby extended

until further Order of the Conmm ssion, in Docket DW99-166 or
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ot herw se;

and it

i s
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FURTHER ORDERED, that the receiver shall charge
custonmers an annual rate of $404.97 until the Conm ssion shal
otherwi se direct; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that this docket shall remain open
for the purposes of nonitoring Rolling R dge Water System
during the period of its receivership.

By order of the Public Utilities Comm ssion of New

Hanpshire this second day of Novenber, 2001

Thomas B. Getz Susan S. Geiger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Conmi ssi oner Conmi ssi oner

Attested by:

Claire D. DiCicco
Assi stant Secretary



